Anania Shirakats'i's 
On Precious Stones 


Wuwupwyh GhnwywgLn) 
3wnwqu Wywug Quuntwywuwg 


The life and works of Anania/Ananias of Shirak, the 7th-century Armenian mathematician, scientist, and 
geographer, are described in a Wikipedia entry. He is best known for his lengthy Geography which describes 
Armenia, the Caucasus, Iran, and other parts of Asia. Other works by or about Anania are available at Internet 
Archive. 





Among the shortest works attributed to Anania is the brief list of precious stones translated below. The Classical 
Armenian text, which appears in A. Abrahamyan's critical edition: WuwUufw ChnwYywgnt 
Uwumtuwaqnnyen_up [The Writings of Anania Shirakats'i] (Erevan, 1944), was taken from the Digilib 
website of the American University of Armenia: 3uuqnuiqu Wywug Twuintwywuwg/On Precious 
Stones. A Modern Armenian translation by A. G. Abrahamyan (Erevan, 1979), is available at Internet Archive: 
fewuywndtp puinGnh wuntuu&Gnn [On the Names of Precious Stones]. 


Translated from Classical Armenian by Robert Bedrosian and published on the Internet, 2021. 


The links in the translation below point to the Wikipedia entry Gemstones in the Bible. For additional resources 


1. The emerald is green and luminous. 


UW. QUpnefuuen Yuu EF Ge ~pLuwLnn: 


2. Carnelian (Sardion) is scarlet, the color of blood. 


F. Uwunnhnul’ shywanyu wnhLtuwutuf: 


3. Topaz is reddish, the color of blood. 
Q. Sujwgqhnul’ Yw[pjupwaqnyl wnhLuwutuf,: 


4. Ruby is red and has many hues. 
%. GuinyGhuwul Ywnudfhn qnn: 


5. Sapphire is a whitish purple. 
b. Guuunhnuy 6hnwuh uughunwuywanu: 


6. Jasper has emerald-colored and yellow [varieties]. 


2. 3wuwhu qupfunwqnyu GL nGnuwanu: 


7. Lapis lazuli/Turquoise has light and dark [varieties]. 
E. Qn6éwuiquu’ uughinwy E GL uGUUL: 


8. Agate is lion-like and multicolored. 


C. Uyw wntLowutuh| puquwaqnyu: 


9. Garnet is red and has many hues. 


fo. Ununu Yuwinuhn qncuwcnn: 


10. Hyacinth is purple. 
d. 3wypuye 6hnwuwanu: 





11. Crystal is white. 
GU. PAtntn? uwypuww;: 


12. Onyx is white and also a dark red color (liver colored). 


dF. Gontugu’ uughunw [Gnnwanyu: 


13. Dark Green Emerald (or, Corundum) is green without a glimmer. 


dQ. Guhwuwy Yuuus wunwug Uznjih: 


14. Iris is a beautiful red color [and (another type) also with blue hues]. 


dt. <hnhy’ Yuinuhn [ngwqnju: 


15. Chrysolite is the color of gold with a green glimmer. 
dt. NuyEpwin nuyEqnyu Yuu swan): 


16. Granulite is purple. 
dQ. 3wwhl 6hnwuwqnu: 


17. Carbuncle [? diamond or a type of ruby] is sparkling and luminous. 
GE. YuyowYuW YwyswunGuh, nLuwLrnn: 


18. Amethyst is wine color. 


dC. WWtpnLumnnu qhuEqnyu: 


19. Melestik [?] is a glimmering red. 
did. Ué|GuMNfy Ywinuhn ugnyjutnn: 


20. Azurite is blue with many hues. 
bh. Fuwidninury Yuwuyntunwy qnLuuwnn: 


21. Saberun [?] is bluish (sky blue, light blue) having glass fragments. 
PU. UwpGpn_l Yuuygntmnwywanu neu&gyny Ynuynunhsu wuywuLn: 


22. Yakund [? Hyacinth] is multicolored, bluish, purple, sea-blue, having various names and colors. 
hF. 83uynLun puuquwanyu E YuuuynLunwywaqnyu GL OApwuugnu GL 6nUngqnyu nutny 
uyEuujEu wuncuu Ge qnyuu: 


23. Iwakint'os, is yakund [? Hyacinth], with a sky[-blue] color. 
ho. PLUUufuyenul, nn E ywYnu//n Gnyuwanyu E: 


24. Smarakdos, is an emerald of green color. 


hs. UUlunuynnu, nn E qupntfpuur Yuuus: 


25. Another emerald, green and luminous 


b5. Uhtu qupncfhuury Yuu GL ynLuwLnn: 


26. Another jasper, with a brown-green color. 


P2. Uhu juuyhu` phuwgnjù Ywuuws: 


27. Another agate, multicolored. 


hE. UAtu wywuu pugquwaqnju tE: 


28. Another amethyst, multicolored and with a white glimmer. 


hC. Uhtu UGphtuunnuW puquwanyu GL uuyjpunwywuan)|: 


29. Eriwsaliwt'os, is chrysolite with a gold color, having bright specks. 


h. enhLuwhLenu, nn E nuykpwnp` nuytgnjU E` nutny ynnynnpgu ywjówn: 


30. Crystal (or, beryl), like gold-colored water. 

L. Fhitntnnu` hent qgntp nulEqnju: 

31. Another crystal of gold color, cyan, blue with the color of the sea or the air. 

LU. Uy, ehenGn? Puuunwnhawanyl, puuudwanyu, ónywltny, oqnquwudwl: 


32. Medistos is the color of wine. 


LF. UEnhuuinul qghuEqnyu E: 


33. Lapis lazuli is bluish with many hues. 
LQ. Luugntuunnu’ YuuujntunwYy qntuuutnn E: 


